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Fact Sheet: Biohazardous waste			 
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Disposing of Mixtures of Chemical & Biohazardous Wastes
Liquids (e.g., formaldehyde from preserved autopsy specimen and blood) must be 
rendered non-biohazardous and then disposed of as a chemical waste: www.ehs.
berkeley.edu/hazmat/chemwaste.html (or, if appropriate, follow the Drain Dis-
posal Guidelines for drain disposal: www.ehs.berkeley.edu/pubs/guidelines/drain-
dispgls.html). Be sure to use a disinfectant that is compatible with the chemical 
mixture. Contact EH&S at 642-3073 if you have solids that are both infectious 
and chemically contaminated (e.g., pathology wastes injected with chemicals).

Disposing of Mixtures of Chemical, Radioactive & Biohazardous Wastes
Liquids that are radioactive and contain infectious agents and chemicals (e.g., S35 
labeled lung tissue from a TB patient preserved in formalin) may be disinfected 
using a compatible chemical. Solids may not be disinfected/autoclaved. Liquids 
and solids that are both chemically and radioactively contaminated must be man-
aged according to Section K: www.ehs.berkeley.edu/hazmat/sectionk.pdf.

EH&S contact info: www.ehs.berkeley.edu/hazmat/medwaste.html.


